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 The exciting Book of Daniel is well 
known, containing many of the Bible 
stories we heard as children. From 
the story of Daniel in the lion’s den, to 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the fiery furnace, to the single hand 
writing on the wall, the book of Daniel 
offers drama like no other. It begins with 
young men being taken captive from 
Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, the 
domain of King Nebuchadnezzar, where 
he planned to indoctrinate the young 
men into the Babylonian ideology. 
But we read in Daniel 1:8 that “Daniel 
resolved not to defile himself.” You see, 
Daniel believed in, and was committed 
to the Holy One of Israel, the One True 
God, and he was determined to not 
lose sight of who he belonged to. 

INTRODUCTION
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The Book of Daniel is relevant for us today 
in that it gives great insight into who God is. 
It is richly embedded with different names of 
God and instruction on His character. And it is 
because of who God is that we are called to live 
lives that are honoring to Him. We want to think, 
speak, and act like we belong to the Lord of 
Heaven. Admittedly, it is hard to daily honor God 
in our corrupt culture, just as it was for Daniel. 
It will be important for us to prepare in advance 
for how we will react in difficult situations 
before being faced with choice points. Our 
goal through this study is to learn to “resolve” 
to not defile ourselves with the ways of this 
world, but to live as future citizens of heaven.

The second half of Daniel speaks to this 
heavenly perspective with prophecies about 
end-time events. We will read about mysteries 
which were never-before-known, and are 
sometimes hard to understand, but are events 
which set the stage for what our Eternal God 
has planned for the future. In Daniel  
Chapter 9, we will consider unique proofs 
that the events recorded in this book are 
historical facts concerning historical characters, 
and if they are trustworthy, then so must 
be the future prophecies. In light of all this, 
let’s explore together, how we can resolve 
to live in a way that is pleasing to God. 
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WEEK 1
Resolve To Not Be Defiled



“Then the king ordered his chief 
official to bring into the king’s 
service, Israelites from the 
royal family and nobility- Young 
men without any physical defect, 
Handsome, showing aptitude for 
every kind of learning…”  
(Daniel 1:3-4)
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d
ay

 1
Daniel 1:1-2

“By the rivers of Babylon We sat down and wept
When we remembered Zion.” (Psalm 137:1)

Read Daniel 1:1-2.

What were the names of the two kings mentioned  
in this passage, and where were they from?

According to Daniel, who invaded who,  
and what was the result?

From these verses, who was in control of the outcome?

Ancient Babylon was located on the plain of Shinar, by the Euphrates 
River. Today this location is 50 miles south of Bagdad, Iraq. Babylon 
received its name after the Tower of Babel incident recorded in Genesis 
11. In the Old Testament, Babylon was always seen as an evil empire which 
worshiped pagan gods, and was a constant enemy of israel.
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read 2 Chronicles 36:5-7.

Why do you think God allowed Jerusalem to fall  
to Nebuchadnezzar?

PRAYER - We praise you God as the Author of History, and the 
One who orchestrates the rise and fall of nations.  
Thank you that even in desperate times, we can see your care 
and provision for your people. Help us to honor you Lord, and do 
what is right in your eyes. Amen.

What difficult situation are you living with right now?

Do you believe God is in control of the outcome?

Why or why not?
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Read Daniel 1:3-7.

List the qualities King Nebuchadnezzar told his chief official to 
look for in the royal service trainees.

Daniel 1:3-7

How long was their training to be?

What would it include? And what would they be given?

d
ay

 2
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the Righteous Judge.  
Thank you for your grace. Help us Lord with the knowledge  
and understanding only you can give, to live holy lives before 
you. Amen.

SMALL GROUP QUESTION 

Which four young men were specifically mentioned, and what 
did the chief officer immediately do to them? Why do you think 
Ashpenaz did this?

Daniel means: God is my judge .  

Hananiah means: The Lord shows 
grace.  

Mishael means: Who is like God?  

Azariah means: The Lord helps.

Belteshazzar means: Bel, protect 
his life. (Bel, Also called 
Marduk, was a Babylonian god)

Shadrach means: Under 
the command of Aku
(Babylonian moon god) 

Meshach means: Who is like Aku?

Abednego means: Servant of Nego
     (Babylonian god of learning 
and writing).
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 1:8; Leviticus 11:44-47; Exodus 34:15.

Why do you think Daniel felt the royal food and wine would 
defile him?

How did Daniel, whose name meant God is my Judge, live up to 
his name?

Daniel 1:8-16d
ay

 3
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Read Daniel 1:9-16.

What was the official’s concern?

What solution did Daniel offer? What was the result at the end 
of the trial period?

PRAYER - We praise You God as The Holy One of Israel. Thank 
you for your Word which guides us in how to be holy in your 
sight. Give us resolve to not defile ourselves in the ways of this 
world. Amen.

Consider what temptation you are facing in your daily life which 
could cause you to defile yourself in God’s eyes. How could 
you specifically pray for help in this area?
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“Oh, the depth of the riches of the  
wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable His judgements, and His paths  
are beyond tracing out!” (Romans 11:33)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 1:17-20.

Although the young Israeli men were captives in a strange 
land, from these verses, how do you think they approached 
their three-year training program? What do you think was their 
motivation?

     Daniel 1:17-21

God has perfect knowledge. He has complete knowledge about 
the past, present, and future. He knows what is happening 
everywhere in His universe, at all times. He knows the 
motives, thoughts, and actions of the good and the evil. He 
understands cause and effect. And He knows the end from the 
beginning. But beyond perfect knowledge, God has perfect 
wisdom. Wisdom involves knowing what to do with knowledge, 
and directing that knowledge to the highest, most moral 
end. All human knowledge and wisdom are gifts from God.

d
ay

 4
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“Every good and perfect gift is from above,  
coming down from the Father of lights.” (James 1:17) 

“And Daniel remained there until the first year  
of King Cyrus.” (70 years)   (Daniel 1:21)

PRAYER - God, we praise you as the God of all wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding. Thank you for giving us the ability 
to learn, and that your Word promises wisdom to all who ask for it 
(James 1:5). Make each of us aware of our God-given strengths, 
and show us how to use those strengths in your service. Amen.

What was the result?

What talents, experiences, or education can you identify in your 
life as gifts from God to be used in His service? How are you 
using these gifts? If you are unsure, will you ask God to guide 
you in this area?
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Daniel 1: The Sovereign God

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Looking back over the first chapter of Daniel, which three 
verses speak to God’s complete control over this situation?

List the verbs of what God did in each verse.

Sovereignty is a theological term which speaks to God’s 
divine right to rule His universe. He exercises His right 
over nature, history, and mankind. Nothing happens without 
His permission. In short, God is in control. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith states that, “God from all eternity, 
did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, 
freely, and unchangeably ordain whatever comes to pass.”
The sovereignty of God, over the nations of the world and 
human affairs, is a major theme in the book of Daniel.

d
ay

 5
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the Divine Sovereign over the 
whole universe. Thank you that you rule with goodness, justice, 
and compassion. Help us to resolve to not conform to the ways 
of this world, but honor you in the circumstances we face this 
week. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

What do these verses teach you about God?

 “In His hand is the life of every creature and the 
breath of all mankind. To God belong wisdom  

and power; counsel and understanding are His.”  
(Job 12:10,13)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

How can Daniel 1 encourage you about God’s faithfulness 
during tough times in your own life?



  Daniel 2
Daniel was a prophet. A prophet was someone 
who was called by God to speak on His behalf. 
God would directly reveal His word and will to His 
prophet, often through dreams or visions. In the book 
of Daniel, we do not get to see God’s call to Daniel 
to be a prophet, but we do know he was given the 
unique ability to “understand visions and dreams of 
all kinds.” (Daniel 1:17) Being a prophet was a great 
honor, but one which required courage, because 
delivering God’s messages, often to rebellious 
people, was dangerous. Looking at prophets in the 
Old Testament, we see that they were people with 
great intelligence, who were dedicated to God, and 
were prayer warriors for God’s people. Prophets 
not only foretold future events, but also forthtold 
messages to the people of their day. Prophets would 
call the people of their generation to trust God, 
obey Him, and to submit to His will. A true prophet’s 
predictions would prove to be 100% accurate. If a 
prophet’s prediction did not come true, it meant he 
was a false prophet. (See Deuteronomy 18:20-22.) 

(Notes from The End by Mark Hitchcock)
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It is interesting to note that 
although God revealed Himself 
through dreams and visions in 
the Old and New Testaments, 
we do not experience this 
type of revelation often in our 
Western World today. The 
reason is probably because 
we are blessed with the full 
revelation of God’s Word in the 
Bible. But, we read in Joel and 
Acts that there will come a day 
when the Lord says, “I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all people. 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy. Your young men will 
see visions, and your old men 
will dream dreams. In those 
days I will pour out my Spirit 
even on my servants, men 
and women alike, and they will 
prophesy…before the great and 
glorious Day of the Lord.”  
(Acts 2:17-18,20; Joel 2)

This week we will read about 
Daniel’s first opportunity 
to interpret a dream and to 
prophesy future events.
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WEEK 2
resolve to trust god



“Praise the name of God forever 
and ever, For He has all wisdom 
and power. He controls the 
course of world events; He 
removes kings and sets up other 
kings. He gives wisdom to the 
wise, And knowledge to the 
scholars. He reveals deep and 
mysterious things, And knows 
what lies hidden in darkness, 
Though He is surrounded by 
light.”(Daniel 2:20-22)
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Daniel 2:1-16

Read Daniel 2:1-11.

What happened to King Nebuchadnezzar in the beginning of 
Chapter 2?

What did he ask of his wise men, and what was their response?

 

Read Daniel 2:12-16.

How did the king react, and what was his order?

Clearly, besides being taken captive to Babylon, this order had 
to be Daniel’s worst fear.

How did he handle this situation?

d
ay

 1
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How do you usually respond to a crisis?

How could faith and trust in God help in these situations?

PRAYER - We praise you God as Lord of heaven and earth.  
Thank you that you do live among men, especially in the hearts 
of your people. We ask that you will help us respond with wisdom 
and tact when we are confronted with difficult situations this 
week. Amen.
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d
ay
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“The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, 
to know the word that sustains the weary. He awakens 

me morning by morning, awakens my ear to listen like 
one being taught.” (Isaiah 50:4)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 2:17-19.

After Daniel boldly asked the king for more time in verse 16, 
what action did he take? What was the result?

Our God is a God who answers prayer!

How have you seen God answer your prayers recently? 

If you have not seen God answer yet, will you continue to pray 
by faith, and ask God to specifically show you how  
He is working in the situation?

 

Daniel 2:17-23
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the God of Heaven who reveals 
mysteries. Thank you for your mercy. Lord, help us to seek you 
first, and trust you in all the changes that come our way. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 6:10.

Along with this verse and Daniel 2:17-19, what beliefs and 
habits do you think prepared Daniel for this crisis?

From Daniel’s example, what actions could you resolve to do in 
advance to prepare for a future crisis?

A doxology is a short hymn of praise to God.

Read Daniel 2:20-23.

How does Daniel’s doxology encourage you about the times we 
live in?

“He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich 
store of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; the fear of 

the Lord is the key to this treasure.” (Isaiah 33:6)
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OUR GOD REVEALS MYSTERIES

Daniel 2:24-35

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 2:24-30.

When God works through us, it is so easy to take the credit, but 
who did Daniel say revealed the meaning of the king’s dream?

When something goes right at work, or home, or among friends, 
are you willing to speak up about what God has done, or do 
you find this difficult?

d
ay

 3



27

PRAYER - We praise you God as The Revealer of Mysteries, who 
knows the end from the beginning of all things. Thank you that in 
Scripture, you have shown us glimpses of things to come.
Help us to understand what you want us to know, and to be ever 
watchful for the return of your Son. Amen.

Read Daniel 2:31-35.

In your own words, describe King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

What can we learn about God from today’s verses? 
(Daniel 2:24-35)
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Daniel 2:36-49

Read Daniel 2:36-38.

King Nebuchadnezzar must have been very flattered by Daniel’s 
opening remarks. But who did Daniel say was responsible for 
the king’s power and glory?

The king’s dream of a statue was God’s revelation of the successive 
Gentile nations that would rule over Israel. The sections were defined 
by different metals which decreased in value from the head down, but 
increased in strength until the feet. Here is the interpretation from 
the Life Application Bible:

 Gold Head     Babylon  conquered Judah      605 B.C.

Silver chest with 2 arms  Medo-Persia  conquered Babylon    539 B.C.

Bronze belly and thighs Greece  conquered Medo-Persia     331 B.C.

       (Alexander the Great)

Iron legs      Rome   conquered Greece     146  B.C.

Iron/clay feet     Break up of the Roman Empire 476 A.D.

 

d
ay
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 2:39-45.

Does the fact that so much of this prophecy came to pass help 
you have confidence in the Bible’s predictions of the future? 
Why or why not?

This part of the prophecy was future to Daniel and King Nebuchadnezzar, 
but history to us. Everything came to pass just as God revealed that it 
would. The rest of the dream predicts:

The rock/mountain     Return of christ to     future 
   establish his millenial kingdom

Read Daniel 2:46-49.

What did the king say about Daniel’s God? How did he honor 
Daniel and his friends?

PRAYER - We praise you God as the Lord of Kings. We thank 
you God, for showing us over and over in Your Word, that you 
are trustworthy. Help us trust you today during our own uncertain 
times, and give us the courage to speak up about your greatness 
and truth. Amen.
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  daniel 2: The Revealer of Mysteries

“Be still my soul, thy God doth undertake,
To guide the future as He has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake,
All now mysterious shall be bright at last…”
-by Kathrina von Schlegel (1700’s)

In looking back through Daniel Chapter 2, identify the verses 
which speak of God as the One who reveals mysteries or 
secrets?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

In verse 30 we read that Daniel said, “As for me, this mystery 
has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom 
than anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may know the 
interpretation, and that you may understand what went through 
your mind.”

We get the sense that it is God’s good pleasure to reveal 
mysteries to His people. Why do you think He does this?

Do you think there is value in examining the future prophecies 
in the Bible for us today? Why or why not?

d
ay

 5
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PRAYER - We praise you Lord as the God of Heaven, who has 
a plan for the end of human history and the beginning of your 
Kingdom on earth. Thank you for giving us sections of the Bible 
which will prepare us for what is to come. Help us trust you 
Lord, in our own day and age, when things get tough and are 
constantly changing. And help us to believe You have a future 
and a hope for your world. Amen.

It is a blessing to be able to study the first of these together 
as a church. Will you prayerfully ask the Holy Spirit to give you 
understanding of what these prophecies mean, the wisdom to 
know how they affect us today, and the faith to believe what 
God says will come to pass?

 Mark Hitchcock, in his book The End, says that, “while 
all biblical prophetic passages make a unique contribution, 
there are three main sections of the Bible that 
contain the essential keys to understanding the future. 
These three sections are Daniel, the Olivet discourse 
(Matthew 24), and the book of Revelation.”
 



  Daniel 3
Last week, we read about the 
Babylonian King’s dream of a huge 
metal statue. Daniel interpreted the 
meaning of the dream, including 
the part where the head of gold 
represented King Nebuchadnezzar. 
As we begin to look at Daniel Chapter 
3, we will see this dream apparently 
gave the king a “brilliant” idea: why 
not build a real statue, and require 
the whole world to worship it? After 
all, 16 years had passed since the 
dream event, and the king probably 
thought that because of his great 
power, the prophecy would not come 
true. He might have doubted the silver 
kingdom would ever come, therefore, 
it was time to build a statue out of 
solid gold.



King Nebuchadnezzar did just that. 
He built a huge statue, yet failed 
to remember the God of Heaven 
had given him his power and glory. 
God alone had made the king ruler 
over the whole inhabited world 
(Daniel 2:36-38). This was quite 
a misjudgment on the king’s part. 
Nevertheless, in Chapter 3, we will 
see not everyone agreed to follow 
the King’s decree and bow down 
to the statue, there were some who 
resolved to worship God alone.
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WEEK 3
Resolve to Worship God Alone



“Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego replied…

‘King Nebuchadnezzar…
If we are thrown into 
the blazing furnace, The 
God we serve is able To 
deliver us from it, And He 
will deliver us from Your 
majesty’s hand. But even if 
He does not…
We will not serve your 
gods or Worship the image 
of gold You have set up.’” 
(Daniel 3:16-18)
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d
ay

 1
Daniel 3:1-7

Read Daniel 3:1-7.

What were the dimensions of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue?

What was the king’s order, and what was the punishment for 
disobedience?

This is a chapter of repeated lists, from officials, to musical 
instruments, to clothing.

Why do you think the author included these lists?
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

The Babylonians had no problem worshiping multiple gods. 
Last week, in Chapter 2, we saw even King Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledged Daniel’s God as one of the gods. (Daniel 2:47) 

How do you see the same tolerance of multiple gods today?

PRAYER - We acknowledge you God as the One True God, for 
you alone are worthy of honor, worship, and praise. We thank 
you for the religious freedom we enjoy in this country. When this 
freedom comes under attack, show us the way forward, and give 
us the resolve to stand for you alone. Amen. 
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Read Daniel 3:8-12.

Who came forward to inform the king about Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego?

We are not told why the informants did this, but from these 
verses, what possible motivation did they have? 

Daniel 3:8-18

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 3:13-15.

The enraged king summoned the three men and gave them 
one more chance to fall down and worship the statue. He then 
asked a very interesting question. What question did he ask?

d
ay

 2
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PRAYER - We praise you God as The Great Deliverer. Thank you 
for holding our lives, our safety, and well-being in your hands. 
Help us to trust you in crisis situations, and may your will and way 
stand in every circumstance. Amen.

Read Daniel 3:16-18.

How did the three men respond to the king?

Do you think they had anticipated the possibility of  
this crisis point?

If so, what had they resolved to do?

“Be merciful to me, my God, for my enemies are in hot 
pursuit; all day long they press their attack. When 
I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I 

praise-in God I trust and am not afraid. What can mere 
mortals do to me?” (Psalm 56:1, 3-4)
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Read Daniel 3:24-27.

What did King Nebuchadnezzar see in the fiery furnace?

Who did he acknowledge as the one responsible for this 
miracle?

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
And when you pass through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you. When you walk through the fire,  
you will not be burned; The flames will not 
set you ablaze. For I am the Lord your God,

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” (Isaiah 43:2-3)

d
ay

 3

Read Daniel 3:19-23.

In his fury, what orders did King Nebuchadnezzar make?

What was the result?

 Daniel 3:19-27
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

From these verses, what was the only thing that was burned?

In what ways do you think this event pictures what the Lord 
does for us during severe trials?

PRAYER - Lord, you are the Most High God, the Refiner, and our 
Savior. Thank you for walking with us through the trials of life. 
Thank you that nothing can touch us without your sovereign will. 
Help us to see your purpose in every difficult situation. Give us 
resolve to stay true to you today and every day. Amen.

“The Refiner not only watches the crucible.
He is in it with thee.
In all thy affliction, He is afflicted.”
-F.B. Meyer
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Daniel 3:28-30d
ay

 4

Read Daniel 3:28-30.

How did the king interpret what happened in the furnace?

What decrees did he make?

THERE IS NO OTHER GOD 
WHO CAN RESCUE LIKE THIS!
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PRAYER - Lord, you are the One and Only Savior; there is no 
other god besides you. Thank you for revealing yourself to us in 
life, and in your Holy Word. Lord, walk with us through difficult 
situations, guide us with your counsel, comfort us with your 
presence, and teach us what you want us to learn.  
We trust you, God. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Do you think King Nebuchadnezzar truly believed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego’s God was the One True God?

Why or why not? 
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   Daniel 3: The God Who Savesd
ay

 5

“But when the kindness and love of God  
our Savior appeared, He saved us, 

Not because of the righteous things we had done,
But because of His mercy. . .” (Titus 3:4-5)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Re-read Daniel 3:13-27.

Let’s revisit King Nebuchadnezzar’s question in verse 15: 

“What god will be able to rescue?”

This is an important question, one which every person must ask 
and answer during their lifetime. How would you answer this 
question?
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PRAYER - Lord, you have become our Salvation. Thank you for 
being our strength and our song. Help us to trust you, and not be 
afraid, when we face the fiery trials of life. Amen. (Isaiah 12:2)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Consider how you would respond to someone who says it 
doesn’t matter if people follow Buddha, Allah, or the Christian 
God because they are all the same. How can you prepare in 
advance for this question?

What have you learned from Daniel Chapter 3 that will help you 
resolve to trust in the God Who Saves, and worship Him alone?



  Daniel 4
Chapter 4 of Daniel is unique in all 
of Scripture, in that it was written 
by a pagan, King Nebuchadnezzar. 
This story was told from his point 
of view. We have seen that God 
chose Nebuchadnezzar for His 
purposes: to punish Judah for their 
disobedience. God told Judah if 
they worshiped pagan gods, and 
followed pagan practices, He would 
remove them from the promised land 
and send them into exile. Judah 
disobeyed in this way, and God 
sent Nebuchadnezzar to destroy 
Jerusalem, and take all but the 
poorest people to Babylon  
(see 2 Kings 24-25).  



But, in His great mercy and 
grace, God also wanted 
Nebuchadnezzar to know and 
believe in Him. God pursued the 
king, and revealed Himself to 
him through visions and dreams, 
and through the words of the 
prophet Daniel. God wanted the 
king to remember that He was the 
Most High God, who had given 
Nebuchadnezzar his power, glory, 
and dominion (Daniel 1:37-38). 

In Chapter 4, we will see that 
God told the king what he could 
expect if he did not remember.
He would be driven away from 
people, and live as an animal for 
seven years. 
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WEEK 4
Resolve to remember



“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar,
Praise and glorify 
and honor The King of 
Heaven. All His acts 
are just and true, And 
He is able to humble 
the proud.”  
(Daniel 4:37)
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d
ay

 1
    Daniel 4:1-9

“I will remember the deeds of the Lord;
Yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.

I will consider all your works,
And meditate on all your mighty acts.”

(Psalm 77:11-12)

Read Daniel 4:1-3.

Hymns of praise are the bookends 

of King Nebuchadnezzar’s story.

What title does the king give to God in verse 2? What praises 
does he give to God in verse 3?



51

Read Daniel 4:4-9.

PRAYER - We praise you God as the One Most High, whose  
kingdom is eternal. We recognize that you bless your people with 
miraculous acts. Give us eyes to see the mighty work you are 
doing in our lives and in our world today. Amen.

Thirty years have passed since Nebuchadnezzar’s 
prophetic dream about the great metal statue.

How did the king describe this new dream? Who did the king 
trust with the interpretation?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

From these verses, do you think the king believed in the Most 
High as the only true God? Why or why not?
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Read Daniel 4:10-12.

Describe the tree metaphor from these verses.

Daniel 4:10-17

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 4:13-15a.

What happened to the tree in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 
and who gave the command?

Why do you think the stump and roots were bound with iron 
and bronze? What does this tell you about God?

d
ay

 2
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the Ruler over the kingdoms of 
the world. Thank you for the knowledge that you alone choose 
our leaders, and you do so for your good purposes. All your ways 
are just. Help us to trust you in changing times, and to see your 
mercy and grace at work in our nation today. Amen.

Messenger = a watcher or a waking one

Read Daniel 4:15b-17.

In verse 15, we see the metaphor changed (as it often does in 
dreams) and the tree became a man.

What happens to the man in these verses?

What do the messengers want everyone to know about the 
Most High God?
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d
ay

 3
Daniel 4:18-27

Read Daniel 4:18-19.

What did Daniel wish in verse 19? What does this say about his 
heart toward the king?

How do you think a captive in a foreign country could have a 
heart like Daniel’s?

Read Daniel 4:20-27.

Who was the tree, and how did the metaphor describe him? 
Who was the man and what would happen to him?

What would he have to learn to reverse the curse? What hope 
was the king given?
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

From these verses, do you think that this dream was a 
prediction of what would come true or a warning with an 
opportunity to change? 

PRAYER - We praise you God as the Ruler of heaven and earth. 
Thank you for your patience with us. Give us the courage to tell 
others about your grace and mercy. Amen.
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   Daniel 4:28-37d
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Read Daniel 4:28-33.

We see that God granted Nebuchadnezzar a 12-month grace 
period before the prophecy came true. Why do you think God 
did this?

“But you, Lord are a compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.” 

(Psalm 86:15)
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PRAYER - We praise you God, as the ultimate authority over 
heaven and earth. We acknowledge that all human success is 
not of our own making, but is a gift from you. Help us to be good 
stewards of the talents, knowledge, and influences you have 
entrusted to us. May we use them in your service and to your 
glory. Amen. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

When King Nebuchadnezzar looked out over Babylon from the 
rooftop of his royal palace, who did he think was responsible 
for all he saw? What was the result?

What must we resolve to remember when we feel proud of our 
accomplishments, talents, or position?

Read Daniel 4:34-37.

What change do you see in Nebuchadnezzar after his season of 
insanity?

How did Nebuchadnezzar describe his restoration in verse 36, 
and what does this teach you about God?
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   Daniel 4: The Most High Godd
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The title “Most High God” is one found in the Old Testament, 
mainly in the books of Psalm, Isaiah, and Daniel. This title speaks 
to God’s might and power. God has universal rule over heaven and 
earth, which includes all nations, leaders, and individual lives. 
He is supreme, and He is eternal, so His rule will never end.

Looking back through Daniel Chapter 4, which verses mention 
the Most High, and who called God by this name in each verse?

Through the events of this chapter, we see that 
Nebuchadnezzar did recognize God as the ultimate, eternal 
ruler of the universe. He realized his life was in God’s hands. 
But the king was also the recipient of a different part of God’s 
character, his compassion. When God warned the king of what 
was to come, He also told him it would be temporary (Daniel 
4:27). Undoubtedly, to go through a “season of insanity” 
must have been a horrific experience, but God never forgot 
Nebuchadnezzar during that time. He did not look away while 
he lived as an animal, but guarded his “roots in the ground, and 
watered them with the dew of heaven.” And when the seven 
years were fulfilled, God restored the king to sanity and to his 
throne, just as He said He would. Our God is the Most High 
God, but He is also slow to anger, patient, not wanting any to 
perish, but for everyone to come to Him (2 Peter 3:9).
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PRAYER - We praise you Lord as the God Most High. Thank you 
for your compassion. Help us to remember that our lives are in 
your hands, and everything we have or do are gifts from you. 
Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Reflecting upon your tough seasons of life, have you been able 
to see both God’s rule and his compassion at work?  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION 

How could this realization help you when you face future trials?

“You are not hidden
There’s never been a moment you were forgotten
You are not hopeless
Though you have been broken
Your innocence stolen

I hear you whisper underneath your breath
I hear your SOS, your SOS

I will send out an army to find you
In the middle of the darkest night
It’s true, I will rescue you.”
(Rescue by Lauren Daigle) 



  Daniel 5
The year was now 539 B.C., and 
Daniel had been a captive in Babylon 
for 66 years. We do not know how 
old he was when he arrived, probably 
a teenager, but by all accounts he 
would now be considered an old man. 
Nebuchadnezzar had died in 562 
B.C., and Nabonidus was the current 
king, but he had chosen to live in 
Arabia. So, his son Belshazzar was 
co-regent and ruled in Babylon. 
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In this chapter, we will see that it 
was time for the fulfillment of the 
metal statue prophecy to begin. 
The silver nation was coming. In 
fact, it was quite possible that the 
Medo/Persian army was already 
amassing around Babylon. This 
scene opens with Belshazzar 
throwing a huge banquet for 
thousands. Perhaps he wanted 
to “eat, drink, and be merry,” 
while there was still time. History 
tells us that it was the 12th of 
October. No doubt the mood was 
festive, the palace ablaze with 
torches, and the revelers could 
be heard throughout the city, but 
all came to a full stop as a single 
human hand began to write on 
the wall… 
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Resolve to Speak Truth

WEEK 5



“For you have  
proudly defied The Lord 
of Heaven…
You have not honored  
the God who Gives you  
the breath of life
And controls your 
destiny.” (Daniel 5:23)
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Daniel 5

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  
A man reaps what he sows.” (Galatians 6:7)

Read Daniel 5:1-4.

We will see in a few verses that Belshazzar knew the story of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who lived like an animal for a while because 
of his arrogance towards God. And still, this king did not 
humble himself before the Lord.

In what ways did King Belshazzar disrespect the  
Lord of Heaven?
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Read Daniel 5:5-9.

What strange event happened next? How did the king react?

PRAYER - Let’s conclude today by praying Psalm 139:23.
“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.” Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

The gold and silver goblets had been dedicated to God in the 
Jerusalem Temple. They were consecrated, meaning they were 
set apart for sacred use. Belshazzar knew where the goblets 
came from, but wanted to show his power by using them for his 
purposes and pleasure. How do you think God felt about his 
behavior? What did it show about Belshazzar’s heart attitude?
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Read Daniel 5:10-12.

Why do you think Belshazzar did not know about Daniel?

Daniel 5:10-17

Read Daniel 5:13-17.

What reward was Daniel offered for his interpretation, and what 
did he say about it?

d
ay

 2

The Queen was not Belshazzar’s wife. His wives 
were already at the banquet. She was possibly his 
mother or even a former wife of Nebuchadnezzar.
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PRAYER - We praise you Lord as the God of all wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding. Give us wisdom when 
nonbelievers seek us out in crisis, and may we always point 
others to you. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION 

People often turn to believers for prayer or advice  
when tragedy strikes. Have you experienced this before?  
What was the result?
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 Daniel 5:18-24

Read Daniel 5:18-21.

Before interpreting the writing on the wall, Daniel first explained 
to Belshazzar why the hand had come.

What did Daniel say about Nebuchadnezzar?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 5:22-24.

What did Belshazzar know? How did he react to this 
knowledge? What had God given him?
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PRAYER - Lord, you are the Wonderful Counselor. Thank you 
for how you communicate with us. Help us to recognize your 
guidance, and follow in ways which honor You. Amen.

God is a great communicator. He speaks to us through His 
Word, through the Holy Spirit, and through life experiences.

Have you ever witnessed the consequences of another person’s 
actions and changed your mindset or behavior?

How did you see God’s guidance in this situation?
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Daniel 5:25-30d
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Read Daniel 5:25-28.

What interpretation did Daniel make from these words?

Read Daniel 5:29.

Do you think Belshazzar believed Daniel’s interpretation? Why 
or why not?

The writing on the wall consisted of four Aramaic words: 
Mene meaning numbered (written twice for emphasis), 
Tekel meaning weighed, and Peres meaning divided.



71

PRAYER - We praise you God as righteous and just. We know you 
will not be mocked. Help us to resolve to always speak the truth, 
and give us courage when this is difficult. Amen. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 5:30.

In ancient times, kings would often kill a messenger who 
brought bad news. 

What did Daniel courageously do in this situation? What do you 
think he had resolved before this crisis point?

The Media Kingdom, located in what is now west-central 
Iran, was a tribal nation. Cyrus of Persia incorporated the 
Medes into his kingdom, while allowing them to remain a 
distinct people. Darius was probably the military general 
under King Cyrus. In order to attack Babylon, the Media/
Persian army re-routed the Euphrates River, which ran 
through the city, and on the night of October 12, 539 B.C., 
the soldiers simply walked under the city wall on the dried 
riverbed. (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary)
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Jeshurun is a name for Israel, and 

literally means “the upright ones.”

The title Lord of Heaven, speaks to the fact that God is high and 
exalted. We see this name of God often in the Old Testament, 
especially in the books of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and of course, 
Daniel. From Genesis 1, we learn that heaven can refer to the expanse 
above the earth, which holds the stars. People of all time have been 
tempted to look up to heaven and worship the starry hosts- to worship 
the creation instead of the Creator. We know the Babylonians did this 
(their moon god was called Aku). But the Lord of heaven wanted the 
Babylonians to recognize Him as the supreme power of the universe, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, and He wanted them to worship him alone.

“There is no one like the God of Jeshurun Who  
rides across the heavens to help you,

And on the clouds in His Majesty.” 
(Deuteronomy 33:26)

In verses 22-23 of Chapter 5, we see that Daniel explained to 
Belshazzar why the hand had come to visit him. Daniel said, 
“But you Belshazzar have not humbled yourself…instead you 
have set yourself up against the ‘Lord of Heaven’.”
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the One who spoke the stars 
into place. You are the Creator, and we are blessed to be a part 
of your creation. Thank you for your promise that if we believe in 
your Son, we will have a future in heaven with You. Comfort us 
today with these words. Amen.

Looking back over Daniel 5, how did King Belshazzar do the 
opposite of Nebuchadnezzar, and disregard  
The Lord of Heaven?

Read Daniel 4:37.

These were the last recorded words of King Nebuchadnezzar. 
How did he praise God in this verse? We cannot know for sure, 
but do you think he became a believer in the One True God?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

What would you like to praise The Lord of Heaven for this 
week?



  Daniel 6
Chapter 6 of Daniel marks a regime 
change. The Medo/Persian army 
defeated the Babylonians on the 
night of October 12, 539 B.C., and 
took over the country. It appears that 
Darius the Mede not only led the 
attack, but also stayed on as “king” 
for the Persian king, Cyrus. Darius’ 
first order of business was to change 
the country from a monarchy into a 
provincial government.

 



Through all the upheaval, 
we will see that Daniel 
continued to be a man of 
high moral character, a man 
of integrity. Even though 
his captors were no longer 
in control of the nation, he 
stayed at his post. We will 
read how he continued to 
serve the new regime as 
faithfully as he had in the 
past. And most importantly, 
we will take an in-depth look 
at Daniel as a man of prayer.
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Resolve to pray

WEEK 6



“When Daniel learned  
that the decree had  
been published,
He went home to his 
upstairs room Where 
the windows opened to 
Jerusalem. Three times 
a day, he got down on his 
knees and prayed, Giving 
thanks to his God, Just 
as he had done before.” 
(Daniel 6:10)
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Daniel 6

“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that 
no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as 
children of God, shining like bright lights in a world 

full of crooked and perverse people.” (Philippians 2:14)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 6:1-3.

Daniel was probably in his eighties when Darius the Mede took 
over the nation, and God blessed Daniel with the favor of his 
new leader. Once he began his job, Daniel distinguished himself 
above all the other governors and administrators. 

What qualities do you think Daniel exhibited in his work?

What did Darius plan to do?



79

Read Daniel 6:4-5.

Why do you think the other officials wanted to bring charges 
against Daniel?

PRAYER - Lord, you are worthy of all of our worship and praise. 
Thank you for how you care for your people. Help us to live 
and work with integrity so that we will be shining lights in our 
community. Amen.

Read Daniel 6:6-9.

What plan did the officials present to the king?

Why do you think the king agreed to the plan?

In the law of the Medes and Persians, once the king made a 
decree, and put it in writing, it could not be revoked even 
by the king himself, until the time-limit had expired.  This 
was the same law that almost led to the annihilation of 
the Jews in the book of Esther (see Esther 1:19; 3:8-9). 
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The Art of Prayer
“In the morning Lord You hear my voice;

In the morning I lay my requests before You  
And wait expectantly.” (Psalm 5:3)

We were created with the privilege of communicating with God. 
Every great relationship is built on communication, and our 
relationship with the Lord is no different. Miraculously, if we 
spend time in prayer, we get to know the Lord better. 

Effective prayer is always based upon Scriptural principles. It 
is important to let what we read in the Bible inform how we talk 
to God. Effective prayer contains different elements such as 
praise (for who God is), thanksgiving (for what He has done), 
confession, and petitions. The first three elements help put our 
hearts in the right place before we bring our requests to God. 
Jesus said that the “Father knows what you need before you 
ask Him,” but even the Lord knew the necessity of prayer, and 
spent much time talking to His Father while He lived on earth. 
Spending time in concentrated prayer is a skill that can be 
developed over time.

Besides setting aside a special time for prayer, we should be 
prayerful people who communicate with the Lord as we walk 
through each day. Speak to Him about what is going on, send 
up “arrow prayers” for guidance, and intercede for others. 
Prayer is one of the richest spiritual blessings of our lives.
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the one who lives in 
unapproachable light, and yet you are also close to your people. 
Thank you for hearing our cries for help, and guide us as we 
negotiate troubled times. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION 

Read Daniel 6:10.

What can you learn about Daniel’s prayer life from this verse?

“Imagine being found guilty of prayer…”  -Beth Moore

“The Lord is near to all who call on Him,
To all who call on Him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18)

Read Daniel 6:11-14.

When the officials went to Daniel’s house, what did they hear 
Daniel praying for? What did they tell the king about the 
“captive from Judah?”

How did the king react to this news?

What impression do you think Daniel had made on King Darius?
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Read Daniel 6:15-16.

What did the king say about Daniel’s faithfulness to his God?

Do you think the king admired this faithfulness or not?

Even though Daniel was faithful to God, what happened to him 
next?

Daniel 6:15-23

Dare to be a Daniel
Dare to stand alone
Dare to have a purpose firm
Dare to make it known.
-Philip Paul Bliss (1800’s)

Read Daniel 6:17-18.

How did the king feel about what had happened?
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PRAYER - Lord, we praise you as the Living God, who can shut 
the mouths of lions. All of nature bows at your command. Thank 
you for the protection you so faithfully give us. When danger does 
come our way, help us to trust you to walk us through it. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 6:19-23.

What did Darius learn about Daniel’s God that day?

What did Daniel say to honor both God and the king?

What can we learn from Daniel to help with our relationships at 
work, at home, or in our communities?
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Read Daniel 6:24.

What happened to the men who falsely accused Daniel?

Daniel 6:24-28

Read Daniel 6:25-26.

What a different proclamation Darius made in these verses than 
the decree he had signed a month before!

What did Darius say about the God of Daniel?
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PRAYER - Lord, you are the Eternal God whose Kingdom will 
never end. Thank you for the mighty acts you perform in heaven 
and on earth. When those around us defy your great Name  
and character, give us the words and courage to continue to 
honor you. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

What would you like to praise and thank God for this week?

“So, Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and 
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”  (Daniel 6:28)
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“Before they call, I will answer; while they are  
still speaking, I will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24)

It is true that our God is a God who answers prayer. Sometimes, 
He answers immediately, and sometimes we have to wait. 
Sometimes, He answers in the way we ask, and sometimes not.
God is a creative God, who rarely answers the same prayer in 
the same way twice.

He said, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, but my word that goes out from my mouth 
will not return empty, it will accomplish what I desire, and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:8,11). 

Daniel 6: The God Who Answers Prayer

                                                        

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Has there been a time when you saw God answer your  
prayer immediately?
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PRAYER - Lord, we praise you as the Omniscient, All-Knowing 
God. Thank you for your personal involvement in our lives. 
Help us to trust you in trials, and may we be ever aware of your 
presence. Amen.

Has there been a time when you thought God had not answered 
your prayer, but when you looked back over time, He was 
answering all along?

Has there been a time that you had to wait for God’s answer? 
(Maybe you are waiting for an answer now?)

How has considering God’s answers to prayer encouraged you 
in your faith today? 



  Daniel

Eschatology is the study of the 
End Times, meaning the events 
which lead up to the end of human 
history and the beginning of God’s 
Kingdom. The Bible speaks about 
these events throughout the Old 
and New Testaments. Apocalyptic 
(end of world) literature contains 
distinct characteristics, such as 
visions, strange creatures, and 
signs. Time might seem to spiral, 
folding in on itself, only to start over. 
These passages can be difficult to 
understand and interpret, but often 
the Bible will give us an interpretation, 
either within the same passage, or in 
parallel passages, which speak about 
similar events. The only completely 
certain interpretations come from 
Scripture itself. 

7-8



The Greek word apokalupsis, 
which can be translated 
as revelation, speaks to 
an unveiling, a revealing, 
or removing of a cover.  It 
is apparent that God has 
included End Time prophesies 
in Scripture so that we will 
study them, learn from them, 
and watch for their fulfillment.  
(The End by Mark Hitchcock)

Here are some helpful 
definitions to keep in mind as 
we look at Daniel 7 and 8 this 
week:

The Tribulation: a seven-year period which will 
be an “age of wrath;” a time on earth of great 
suffering. This period will be marked by false 
prophets, the Antichrist, and severe natural 
disasters. These disasters are the “birth pains” of 
the end.

The Antichrist: a world leader who will arise 
during an unsettled time, and promise the 
restoration of peace and prosperity. He will be 
attractive and well spoken, but he is evil. Halfway 
through the Tribulation, Satan will indwell the 
Antichrist, and he will then set himself up as God, 
and wage war on the Lord’s people. 

The Millennium: a thousand-year reign of Christ 
on the earth, which follows the Tribulation. 
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Resolve to Belong to God

WEEK 7



“As I looked, Thrones were 
set in place, And the 
Ancient of Days took His 
seat. His clothing was as 
white as snow; The hair 
of His head was white 
like wool. His throne was 
flaming with fire, And its 
wheels were all ablaze.” 
(Daniel 7:9)
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Daniel 7:1-8

Read Daniel 7:1-3.

How did Daniel’s dream begin?

Chapter 7 of Daniel is out of chronological order. It 
goes back to the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, 
fourteen years before Darius defeated Babylon.

Read Daniel 7:4-6.

Describe The Lion, The Bear, and The Leopard:

Many scholars believe that the four beasts represented the same Gentile 
nations foretold in Nebuchadnezzar’s statue dream. If this was the case, 
the Lion would represent Babylon, the Bear-Medo/Persia, and the Leopard-
Greece. Archeologists have discovered pictures of winged lions which 
symbolized Babylon. It could be that the statue dream described these 
nations from a human perspective, while Daniel’s dream revealed God’s 
point-of-view: nations bent on evil, which were violent and destructive.
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PRAYER - God, you alone are sovereign and in control. Thank 
you that our times are in your hands. Give us wisdom and 
understanding as we study your Holy Word, and give us eyes to 
see how it relates to our lives today. Amen.

It appears that Daniel did not recognize the fourth 
beast as a known animal. This creature was terrifying to 
be sure. Scholars feel that while it represented Rome, 
the 10 horns point to a future, end time prophecy.

Read Daniel 7:7-8.

Describe the fourth Beast. What was on its head?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

In verse 6 we see that the Leopard was given authority (for 
a time). This verse speaks to the fact that God controls the 
nations of the world, and He alone decides their scope and 
length of rule. How does this encourage you about our day and 
time?
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Read Daniel 7:9-10.

We are now standing on holy ground. This is one of the few 
glimpses we have in Scripture of the Throne Room of Heaven.

What title was given to God the Father, and how was He 
described?

What was happening in the Throne Room?

Read Daniel 7:11-12.

What was the little horn doing?

What happened to the four beasts?
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PRAYER - God, you are high and holy, seated on a fiery throne, 
attended by thousands. Thank you for this insight into your 
magnificent Presence. Give us reverent hearts before You, and 
help us be ever mindful of how we speak to you and about you. 
Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION 

Throughout this chapter, when we read about the “little horn,” 
there is always an emphasis about what is coming out of his 
mouth. How do you feel about the way he was speaking in front 
of the Ancient of Days?

Who do you think the little horn represents?

Read Daniel 7:13-14.

Who do you think the Son of Man was, and why do you think he 
was given this title?

What was given to the Son of Man?
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Read Daniel 7:15-18.

How did Daniel feel about the vision, and who did he ask about 
it?

What interpretation was given for the four beasts? What did he 
say would ultimately happen?

 Daniel 7:15-28

Time, times, and half a time=3 1/2 years

Read Daniel 7:19-25.

Daniel specifically asked about the fourth Beast and the horns. 

What interpretation was given for the fourth Beast? The 10 
horns?

What will another king (the little horn) do?

What was the little horn doing while Daniel was asking his 
questions? (verse 21)
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PRAYER - We praise you as the Lord Most High. Thank you for 
being our defender and deliverer. We look forward to the day 
when all will worship and obey you. Until that day comes, help us 
to represent you and your kingdom well. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Referring back to the definitions in the introduction to this 
week’s study:

What future event do you think verses 21, 24 and 25 describe? 

What future event do you think verses 18, 22 and 27 describe?

Read Daniel 7:26-28.

What will happen to the last king’s reign?

Who will ultimately receive the dominion over all the kingdoms 
under heaven?

“The ten horns of the beast are ten kings who have 
not yet risen to power. They will be appointed to 

their kingdoms for one brief moment to reign with the 
beast. They will all agree to give him their power 

and authority. Together they will go to war against 
the Lamb, but the Lamb will defeat them because 

He is Lord of all lords, and King of all kings. And His 
called and chosen and faithful ones will be with Him.” 

(Revelation 17:12-14)
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Daniel 8

Read Daniel 8:1-12 and 20-22.

Scholars believe that the little horn of verse 9 was Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. From verses 9-12, what did he do once he  
came to power?

Two years later, Daniel had a second vision, again with animals 
representing Gentile Kingdoms. In this vision the ram with two horns 
represented Medo/Persia, and the goat represented Greece. This vision 
emphasizes two powerful leaders: Alexander the Great of Greece, and 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes of Syria. Antiochus was an antichrist who defiled 
the Temple in Jerusalem by erecting an image of Zeus, and offering 
a pig on the altar to it (an abomination of desolation). We will see 
that he was a foreshadow of the Antichrist of the Tribulation.

The first King of Greece was Alexander the Great who seemed to fly 
across the world, conquering every nation in his path. He died at the age 
of 33, and his four generals divided up the country and ruled in his place.

THE BEAUTIFUL LAND (ISRAEL)

Read Daniel 8:13-19.

The vision of the 2,300 evenings and mornings refers to the 
evening and morning sacrifices in Jerusalem’s Temple. The 
wording is reminiscent of the Creation account in Genesis 1, 
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PRAYER - Lord, we praise you as the Prince of princes, who has 
and will break evil for all time. Thank you for making us your holy 
people through the power of your blood. Protect us Lord as we 
face troubled times today. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Scholars believe this passage now shifts to the End Times and 
the Antichrist.

Read Daniel 8:23-27.

 

Prophecies often have several fulfillments. The first ones are 
usually incomplete, leaving the complete fulfillment to the future.

WHEN EARTHLY  
WICKEDNESS REACHES 

ITS HEIGHT…
From these verses, how was the Antichrist described?

What will he do? Who do you think is behind his power and 
strength? Who do you think will finally break him?

where each evening and morning equals one day. Therefore, we 
are reading about a three year period. 
Besides stopping the daily sacrifices, what did the holy ones 
say would happen during this time frame?
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The Ancient of Days

                                                        
The Ancient of Days is a title for God the Father which is only 
found in Daniel Chapter 7.

This title speaks of God as the Righteous Judge, seated on His 
throne for all time. God’s justice is fair and impartial. His justice 
is complete in that the evil will be found guilty, and the innocent 
(those belonging to Christ) will be pardoned. At the end of 
time, The Righteous Judge will make all things right, including 
defeating the Antichrist.  

Look back through Daniel 7.

Which verses speak of the Ancient of Days.

What thoughts do these verses give you about God the Father?
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PRAYER - God, we praise you as the Ancient of Days, the 
Righteous Judge who holds eternity in His hands. Thank you for 
the blessed future you have planned for your people. Help us 
resolve to belong to You, and if any are uncertain, please show 
them the way. Amen. 

Daniel Chapter 7 compares the kingdoms of the world to 
God’s Kingdom. Those who oppose God have a dire ending  
(see verses 11 and 26). It is vital that we come out on the right 
side of this, so please consider: Do you belong to the Lord’s 
Holy People?

If you are unsure, will you pray and ask God to show you how 
to become a member of His family? Then ask your pastor, 
someone in your small group, or a friend, who you know to be a 
believer, to help you understand how to be saved.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Why do you think the Ancient of Days has planned a time of 
wrath, or Tribulation for the world, before installing His Kingdom 
in the Millennium?



  Daniel 9

Daniel was a historical figure, as was 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, 
and Cyrus. This week we will look at 
biblical proofs which show these men 
actually existed. We will also watch as 
Daniel finds a prophecy in Scripture 
about his exile, which prompted 
him to pray, and confess the sins of 
Israel. And finally, we will look at new 
prophecies, some are history to us, 
and some are still in the future. 



As we continue our study of Daniel, be on the 
lookout for words and phrases which signal end 
time events. Words such as: treaty, seven years, 3½ 
years, end of sacrifices, abomination of desolation, 
and the time of wrath… We must be wise, and we 
must be cautious as we discuss end times prophecy. 
In this chapter, the Archangel Gabriel came to give 
Daniel insight and understanding. As believers, we 
have the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to us. Jesus said, 
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my Name, will teach you all things, and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26)
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Resolve To Be God’s Ambassador

WEEK 8



“We do not make requests  
of You Because we are  
righteous, But because of  
Your great mercy.  
Lord, listen! Lord, forgive!  
Lord, hear and act!
For Your sake, my God,
Do not delay, Because Your  
city And Your people Bear 
Your Name.” (Daniel 9:18-19)
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Daniel 9:1-2

Read Daniel 9:1-2 and Jeremiah 25:8-12.

As Daniel read the Scriptures, specifically Jeremiah, what did 
he learn about how long the Israelite captivity would last?

From Jeremiah, who had ordained the captivity, and what 
would be the conditions?

Daniel had already been a captive for 67 years.

Read Jeremiah 29:10-14.

This passage contains some of the most comforting verses in all of 
Scripture. It comes from a letter that the prophet Jeremiah wrote to 
the Jewish exiles, still in Babylon. 

After the 70 years were completed, what did God, in His great 
mercy, say He would do?

The Bible tells us the reason the exile was 70 years long was to 
let the Promised Land have its Sabbath rests, which were ordained 
by God, but ignored by the Israelites while they lived there.  
(See Leviticus 26:34-35 and 2 Chronicles 36:21.)
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PRAYER - God of Heaven, we know You allow seasons of trial 
for your purposes. You alone set the limits on hard times, and 
say this is enough, go no further. Thank you for your mercy and 
grace. Thank you that you have good plans for us, for our future 
and hope. Help us to obey you in all things, and to remain in your 
favor. Amen.  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

It is easy to imagine when Daniel read the 70 year prediction 
in the book of Jeremiah, he went straight in to see King Cyrus, 
and showed him what was written in the scroll. We know from 
the book of Isaiah that it was God’s intent to allow Cyrus to be 
the one to end the captivity, and to send the Israelites home. 

Read Isaiah 44:24-28 and Isaiah 45:1-4,13.

What did God intend to send the Israelites home to do?

Read Ezra 1:1-8 and 2:1.

Did Cyrus obey the message? What proclamation did he make? 
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 Daniel 9:3-14d
ay

 2

Read Daniel 9:3-6.

What was Daniel’s response after he learned the exile was 
almost over?

To fast, meant to not eat for a time in order to prioritize 
prayer. Sackcloth and ashes were signs of mourning. 

How did Daniel describe God in these verses?

What did he say the Israelite people had done wrong?
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PRAYER - We praise you God as the great covenant keeper. 
Thank you for remaining faithful to your word, even when we are 
not. We confess that many in our country have turned their backs 
on you. Help us be the voice of truth in our circles of influence 
this week. Amen. 

Read Daniel 9:7-14.

Why were they covered in shame?

Did Daniel feel that their punishment was justified?  
Why or why not?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read 2 Chronicles 7:14.

Do you think it is important to pray for our country and leaders?

What does this verse say is the key to national blessing?
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 Daniel 9:15-19

Read Daniel 9:15.

What great event in Israel’s history did Daniel remember and 
speak to God about?

How could that event comfort Daniel?

 

Read Daniel 9:16-19.

How did Daniel appeal to God’s name and character as he 
made his request?
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PRAYER - Lord, we recognize the honor, and glory, and might of 
your great Name. Thank you that even in your displeasure, your 
mercies are new every morning. Have mercy on us, O God, and 
heal our land. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION 
Looking back over verses 4-19, what important lessons have 
you learned about prayer?
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Daniel 9:20-27

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 9:20-23.

Why did Gabriel say he had come to see Daniel?

Why do you think Daniel was favored by God?

Read Daniel 9:24-25.

List what would happen during this time frame?

Who do you think the Anointed One was?

Read Daniel 9:26-27.

What happens to the Anointed One in verse 26?

What will the next ruler do? How long will his reign be?  
(Hint: one 7)

In this prophecy: (7=7 years) and (70x7=490 years)
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PRAYER - We praise you Lord as our Great and Awesome God. 
You are just, but you are also merciful and forgiving. Thank you 
for the Holy Spirit who gives wisdom and understanding as we 
study your Holy Word. Amen.

Jesus said, “The day is coming when you will see what 
Daniel the prophet spoke about-the sacrilegious object 

that causes desecration standing in the Holy place.” 
(Matthew 24:15)

We saw in this chapter that the Archangel Gabriel came to Daniel 
again, this time to explain the prophecies of the 70 “7’s.” From the 
study of the Old and New Testaments, as well as historical documents, 
scholars have developed a probable time-table for the prophecies:

1. Daniel 9:24 The total prophecy given by Gabriel contains 70 weeks. 
(70x7=490 years)

2. Daniel 9:25 From the decree to rebuild the temple, until the 
Anointed One comes will be: 7 weeks (49 yrs) plus 62 weeks (434 
yrs). On March 5, 444 B.C., Artaxerxes Longimanus of Persia decreed 
that Jerusalem would be rebuilt (see Nehemiah 2:1-8). It took 49 
years, and Jerusalem was completed in 395 B.C. Sixty-two weeks 
(434 years) later, Christ triumphantly rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
on March 30, 33 A.D.

3. Daniel 9:26 Christ was crucified later that week, and in 70 A.D. the 
Romans destroyed the temple again. This concluded 69 weeks (7+62) 
of the prophecy.

4. Scholars think there is a gap between the 69th week and the 
70th week which contains the “Church Age,” the era which began at 
Pentecost and continues to this day. This age was a mystery to the 
Old Testament writers who thought Christ’s first and second comings 
would be fairly close together. It was not until the New Testament 
times that the Church Age was revealed. 

5. Daniel 9:27 This verse refers to a time future to us, when the 
Antichrist will rise to power during the Tribulation. This period will last 
for 1 week (7 years).  
(Daniel, God’s Plan for the Future by Chuck Swindoll)
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 The Anointed One                                                        

To anoint means to set apart for special use or service. Jesus 
was the ultimate Anointed One in that He was set apart by 
God the Father to accomplish salvation for mankind. We see 
this mission reflected in Jesus’s names: in Hebrew, anointed is 
translated Messiah, and in Greek it is Christ. In Old Testament 
times, anointing was done by pouring oil on a person’s head, 
but in the New Testament, we see that anointing was done by 
the Holy Spirit. Although Christ was chosen to be the Savior 
before the creation of the world (Revelation 13:8), we read in 
the Gospels that He too was anointed by the Holy Spirit. “After 
his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens 
were opened and He saw the Holy Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and settling on him. And a voice from heaven said, 
‘This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.’ ” As 
believers, we are Christ’s anointed, set apart as  
His ambassadors. 

Looking at Daniel 9:24-26, what prophecies were given about 
the Anointed One?
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PRAYER - We praise you Lord as the Anointed One, the 
Righteous Savior of the world. Thank you for dying on the cross 
for us. Help us to be ambassadors of salvation in your Mighty 
Name. Amen.

What do you think it meant that, “the Anointed One will be put 
to death and have nothing,” in verse 26?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 6:1-2.

From these verses, what are we as God’s ambassadors to do?



Daniel
  10-11:35

It was 536 B.C., the third year of King 
Cyrus of Persia’s reign, and all the willing, 
able-bodied Jewish exiles had returned to 
Jerusalem to start rebuilding. But Daniel, 
who was now in his 80’s, remained 
behind in Babylon. He was probably too 
old to make the trip, and had to reconcile 
himself to the fact that he would never see 
his homeland again. 



But the God Daniel served still had good 
plans for him. Daniel would receive one 
last vision, greater than all the previous 
ones, but this vision would rock him to 
his core. Daniel would speak to angels, 
possibly even the preincarnate Christ. 
He would get a glimpse of the ongoing 
warfare unfolding in the spiritual realm, 
and Daniel would ultimately receive a 
promise of a peaceful earthly death, 
followed by his resurrection and an 
eternal inheritance. In the last two weeks 
of our study, we will examine Daniel’s final 
vision together. 
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Resolve to Stay Humble Before God

WEEK 9



“I was standing on the bank of 
the great river, the Tigris,
I looked up and there before me 
was a man dressed in linen,
With a belt of gold from Uphaz 
around his waist.
His body was like topaz,
His face like lightning, 
His eyes like flaming torches.
His arms and legs like the 
gleam of burnished bronze,
And his voice like the sound of a 
multitude.” (Daniel 10:4-6)
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Daniel 10:1-12

Read Daniel 10:1-3.

What was Daniel’s new vision about? How did Daniel react?

Read Daniel 10:4-9.

Describe the man who appeared to Daniel on the bank of the 
Tigris. 

What happened to the men who were with him? What happened 
to Daniel when the man spoke?

The man on the bank might have been an angel, or some scholars 
think it was the preincarnate Christ. His description was similar to 
the description of the Christ in Revelation 1, which says, “Among 
the lampstands was someone like the son of man, dressed in a robe 
reaching down to his feet, and with a golden sash around his chest. 
The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his 
eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in 
a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.”  
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PRAYER - We praise you God as majestic in all the earth. Your 
voice is like that sound of multitudes, of mighty rushing water. 
Yet, you are also gentle and kind. You help, and heal, and 
strengthen us with your touch. Give us understanding as we 
study your Holy Word, we humbly ask You today. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 10:10-12.

After the man revived Daniel, why did he say he had come?

What did you learn about Daniel’s attitude in prayer?

How can you apply this attitude to your prayer life?
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 Daniel 10:13-11:1d
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 2

Read Daniel 10:13-20 and 11:1.

The man told Daniel a spiritual battle had been ongoing for 21 
days, the same amount of time Daniel had mourned and fasted. 

Describe the spiritual battle. Who do you think the “spirit 
princes” of Persia and Greece were?

There are two known archangels: Gabriel, who often makes 
announcements, and Michael, the defender of Israel.

Twice, the man in the vision told Daniel to not be afraid. Looking 
at verses 12 and 19, why should Daniel have confidence?
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PRAYER - God, you are a mighty God who gives strength to His 
people. Thank you for hearing and answering our cries for help. 
Deliver us today from the enemy of fear. May we walk in humility 
and peace before You. Amen.

“The Lord will give strength to His people,  
the Lord will bless His people with peace.” 

(Psalm 29:11)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Ephesians 6:10-20.

Scripture is clear, there is a spiritual realm operating alongside 
our earthly physical realm. The spirit world is real, and it is 
volatile. 

What does the apostle Paul say about the spiritual realm in 
Ephesians 6? What does he recommend we do?
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 Daniel 11:2-20

The first 35 verses of Daniel 11 contain at least 135 prophecies. 
Historians tell us that these prophecies spanned 150 years, 
during which time every detail spoken by the messenger to Daniel 
came true. (Daniel, God’s Plan for the Future, Charles Swindoll)

Skim Daniel 11:2-20.

Do you remember who the mighty king of Greece was? What 
happened when he died?

From history, we know that for years the Ptolemy 
kingdom in the South, based in Egypt, fought the Seleucid 
Kingdom in the North, based in Syria. Unfortunately, the 
Beautiful Land of Israel was caught in the crosshairs. 
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PRAYER - Lord, you alone are the Author of History. Thank 
you that we can trust you during tumultuous times. “May your 
kingdom come, and your will be done on earth.” Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Knowing this remarkable prediction came to pass,  
do you feel more confident the end time prophecies will 
come true as well? Why or why not?

Read Daniel 11:13-16.

What did the King of the North plan to do to the Beautiful Land?
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Daniel 11:21-35

Read Daniel 11:21-24.

Read Daniel 11:25-28.

After his conference of lies with the King of the South, what did 
Antiochus do on his way home?

The despicable man who slipped in and took over the 
Northern Kingdom was our old friend Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. The “covenant prince,” in verse 22, was 
Onias III, the High Priest in Jerusalem at that time.

Describe Antiochus’s character from these verses.
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PRAYER - Lord, we praise you as the One who reigns forever. 
Your throne is established in heaven, and You rule the world with 
righteousness. You judge everyone with equity. Thank you for 
being a refuge for the oppressed. Help us Lord, to always seek 
and trust you. Amen. (Psalm 9:7-10)

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 11:29-35.

From what we learned earlier in our study, what did Antiochus 
set up in the Jerusalem Temple that was an abomination of 
desolation?

What happened to the wise leaders of that time?
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 Elohim                                                      

“Do not be afraid Daniel. S ince the first day you set 
your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself 
before your God, your words were heard, and I have come 

in response to them.” (Daniel 10:12)

The Hebrew word for God in this verse is Elohim. Elohim is 
the plural version of the word El, which simply means God. 
Somewhat like the royal “We,” Elohim indicates a plural of 
majesty and intensity, but more than that, it indicates the 
fullness of Deity. “God-very God.”

The word Elohim fits nicely with our concept of the Trinity, the 
Godhead three-in-one which includes God the Father, God 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. People, living in Old Testament 
times, did not have a clear understanding of what the Trinity 
was, although we see the triune God at work all throughout 
Scripture. The understanding of the Trinity did not become 
clear until the writing of the New Testament.  
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PRAYER - Let’s conclude today with Psalm 8:
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your Name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory in the heavens…When I consider your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of 
them…You have made them a little lower than the angels and 
crowned them with glory and honor. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Thinking back on our study of Daniel, how have you seen each 
member of the Trinity at work in his life?

How would you say God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit are active in your life?



  Daniel
11:36-45 

& 12:1-13
This week we will continue looking at 
Daniel’s final vision of a great war, which 
came to Daniel as an old man, while he 
was standing on the bank of the Tigris 
River. The vision was accompanied by a 
majestic figure, who came from heaven 
to explain what would happen to Daniel’s 
people in the future. Towards the end 
of Chapter 11, the vision will shift from 
events that were history to us, to a time 
“yet to come.” 



First, we will have an in-depth 
look at the Antichrist of the 
Tribulation. The prefix “anti” 
most often means opposite or 
opposed to, and the Antichrist 
will be just that. He will 
appear to be a peacemaker, a 
savior during a time of great 
unrest. He will be attractive, 
everything about him will 
draw people in, but he will 
oppose Christ. He will be a 
blasphemer and he will be 
rebellious. He will not only 
oppose Christ, but he will 
also try to set himself up in 
place of Christ. He will mimic 
Christ so that people will 
want to worship him instead. 
Revelation tells us that he will 
even sustain a fatal wound, 
but will recover, reminiscent 
of Christ’s resurrection.

In Daniel 12, we will conclude 
with glimpses into the 
Resurrection of the saints, the 
Great Tribulation, and the end 
of all earthly time.
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Resolve to Finish Well

WEEK 10



“At that time Michael,  
the great prince 
who protects your people,  
will arise. There will be a 
time of distress Such as has  
not happened From the  
beginning of nations Until then. 
But at that time your people- 
Everyone whose name  
is foundWritten in the book-  
Will be delivered.”
(Daniel 12:1)
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Daniel 11:36-39

Read Daniel 11:36.

We see a shift from Antiochus to the Antichrist of the Tribulation 
in this verse. Like before, there is an emphasis on what is 
coming out of his mouth.

What did he say?

Read Daniel 11:37.

What will the Antichrist have no respect for?

What will he boast?
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 11:38-39.

Who or what do you think the “god of fortresses” was?

PRAYER - God, we praise you as the God of gods, whose 
dominion will never end. We understand a time of wrath will 
come, but we thank you Lord it will only last a predetermined 
amount of time. In the meantime, help us to honor you with our 
words and lives. Amen. 
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 Daniel 11:40-45d
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Read Daniel 11:40-43.

What happened in these verses?

EDOM, MOAB, AND AMMON 
WERE TRADITIONALLY  
ENEMIES OF ISRAEL.
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PRAYER - God, we praise you as the Lord of the Beautiful Land. 
You alone are perfect, pure, and are surrounded by Shekinah 
glory. Thank you for the promise that one day you will end all that 
is evil, dark, and unjust. As your people, help us to reflect your 
light to those around us, and to be ever ready to speak about 
your mercy and grace. Amen.

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 and Revelation 13:4-9.

What new information do you learn about the Antichrist from 
these passages?

Read Daniel 11:44-45.

Why do you think the Beautiful Land was a target?
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 Daniel 12:1-3

Read Daniel 12:1.

What do you think the “time of great distress” points to?

Who will be rescued?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 12:2-3 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

What event do you think these verses point to?
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PRAYER - Lord, you alone hold eternity in your hand. Thank you 
for the promise that those whose names are written in the Book 
of Life will meet you in the air and live with you forever. Help us 
to be bright stars in a night sky while we are still on earth, and 
lead many to You. Amen.

Daniel 12:2 is the only place the phrase  
“everlasting life” is found in the Old Testament.

Looking at verse 14 in Thessalonians, what is important for us 
to believe?

Do you believe this?
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Daniel 12:4-13

Read Daniel 12:4-7.

It appears that there was more to the vision than what Daniel 
was allowed to tell us. Why do you think he was told to keep it 
secret and seal up the scroll?

What question was asked of the man dressed in linen, and what 
was his answer?
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PRAYER - God, we praise You as the One who lives forever. 
Thank you for the promise of eternity with you. Help us to 
represent You well in our generation. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Read Daniel 12:8-12.

The seven year Tribulation will be divided into two halves. The 
second half is called The Great Tribulation when Satan will 
actually indwell the Antichrist. What will happen during this 
time?

What promise was made to Daniel in verse 13?
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The Eternal God                                                      

Eternality speaks to God’s infinite or unlimited time, without 
a beginning or an end. As finite creatures, it is hard for us to 
comprehend anything which never had a beginning. Psalm 90:2 
says, “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the 
whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” We 
worship a God who was, and is, and is to come….

And yet, Scripture tells us that while we had a set beginning, we will 
live for eternity also. As believers, we look forward to eternity with 
God in heaven, but the situation is dire for those who have chosen 
not to follow Him. Anyone whose name is not found in the Book of 
Life will spend eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).
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PRAYER - God, we praise you as the infinite, eternal God. Thank 
you for creating us, and setting eternity in our hearts. We love 
you Lord, and want to live with You forever. If any are unsure how 
they stand with you, please show them the way. Amen.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTION

Do you know where you will spend eternity?

How can you be sure?

 

John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, will 

not perish but have eternal life.”  

and romans 10: 13 says, “everyone who calls on the 
Name of the Lord will be saved.”  

If you are unsure about your salvation, will you trust Jesus to be 
your Savior? Thank Him for dying in your place, and ask  
Him to come into your life. Then your name will be written  
in the Book of Life.



This concludes our study of Daniel, a man 
of integrity who honorably served king 
and country, while remaining faithful to his 
God. We first met Daniel as a teenager, 
when he was taken captive from his 
homeland and brought to Babylon. We saw 
then that he was a person of resolve, and 
God protected and blessed him for it. We 
know that Daniel was called by God to be 
a prophet, and that every prophecy which 
has been fulfilled in the past, proved to be 
100% accurate. God blessed Daniel with 
wisdom and insight, and through him, we 
have been given glimpses of our future, 
when earthly time will end. 

CONCLUSION



Although Daniel lived 25 centuries ago, he is an 
example for us today on how to live a godly life 
in a corrupt society. Because of what we have 
learned from Daniel, hopefully we have made 
some resolutions of our own: to not be defiled, to 
trust God, to worship God alone, to remember, to 
speak truth, to pray, to belong to God, to be God’s 
ambassador, to stay humble, and to finish well.  

During the last 10 weeks, we have also learned a 
lot about our Sovereign God, who is completely 
in control of earthly history. We have seen that He 
alone dictates the rise and fall of world kingdoms 
and leaders. And we know that at the end of time, 
God will bring the evil powers of the universe to an 
end, and He will set up His eternal kingdom. As to 
when the end time events will take place, it is not 
for us to know. Jesus said, “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father” (Matthew 24:36). 
So for now, the scroll must remain sealed, and the 
Lord’s people must remain resolved to faithfully 
watch and wait.

Even so come Lord Jesus.



Notes:






